2005 CYA Little League Opening Day 
w/photos 



Chantilly Little League Opening Day ceremonies were held on Saturday morning April 9th 2005 at the Chantilly Park fields.  Other than a brisk breeze, the weather was fantastic.  The players arrived at 8:30 to gather and organize with their teams.  At 9:00, families and friends applauded as each team was introduced.  The teams paraded (photo) onto CP2 from the left field corner and marched along the outfield fence and down the 1st base line (photo), behind home plate,  up the 3rd base line, and onto the field where they organized themselves just outside of the infield (photo).

 

Howard Bernstein (photo), the president of the CYA Little League acknowledged the members of the CYA Board.  The sons of the League Presidents, Jim Keating and Tim Boyle, recited the Little League Pledge (I trust in God, I love my country, and will respect its laws.  I will play fair, and strive to win. But, win or lose, I will always do my best).  Players and Coaches followed along.

 

After the National Anthem, the leadership of the Chantilly High School Baseball program (Assistant Coach Ralph Romano, Head Coach Garland Cooper), as well as two Chantilly High School players (Scott Lambert and Joe Kotula) (photo) addressed the players.  Coach Garland spoke of the importance of playing as a team while emphasizing that academic achievement is a priority.  The players reflected on their time in Little League players and how much fun they had playing on fields where benches (not dugouts) and dirt (not grass) infields were the norm.   

 

Howard then dedicated the new lights and electronic scoreboard and thanked the many CYA volunteers who made it happen.  Special recognition was bestowed upon Paul Dzierzynski, Dave Hobbs, and Tom King (photo). Through tireless effort, these gentlemen led the effort to make the new lights and scoreboards a reality. 


The Ceremonial First Pitch was thrown out by Michael Frey of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and caught by Howard's son Alex, and the 2005 CYA Little Season was underway.
